
SATIRE FINAL PAPER (Due Thursday, December 7 at 12:30 p.m.) 
 
There are three options for your course final: a research paper and two creative projects. 
You only need do one of them. The descriptions are below. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
OPTION 1: RESEARCH PAPER 
 
Write an essay 1200-1400 words long (not counting notes) on one the following topics:  
 
1. Discuss the issue of free speech versus censorship (either external or self imposed) as it 

relates to satire, based on what you have read, viewed, and heard in this class or 
discovered on your own. This should be a detailed analysis of at least two sides of this 
argument. You should include examples of the speech your are analyzing. Don’t restrict 
yourself to visual material such as editorial cartoons or TV parody and comedy routines. 
And, if you are dealing with a specific incidence of potential or actual censorship, be sure to 
cite the references (news reports, critical commentary, opinion pieces, etc.). In other words, 
what are people on both sides of the issue saying? In every case, you should provide 
access to these sources. This topic may also include your opinion as a conclusion, as long 
as it is backed up by solid reasoning and supporting sources. 

 
2. Discuss the way gender and race issues are addressed by satire by comparing the way two 

satirists address these issues in their work, perhaps contrasting how the topic is treated by 
satirists of the same or different genders, or satirists of the same or different races. Don’t 
just quote them, use a detailed analysis based on satirical approaches and techniques. This 
will also require some background on the topics of race and gender, their place in modern 
society, and the delicate nature of dealing with these subjects publicly. You may also 
express your opinion as to the success, failure, or even the appropriateness of the satire you 
explore—backed, of course, by solid reasoning and supporting or contrasting sources.  
 

In addition to quotations and references from the sources you choose, you MUST use at least 
ONE scholarly secondary source—book, book chapter, or journal article—to support your 
argument. This critical work may be about one of the authors/filmmakers/artists you have 
chosen, and/or about the subject, technique, or theme you are discussing, or (for graduate 
students) about the theoretical approach or approaches you are using. [Please note: A book 
review or film review, encyclopedia article, or Web or magazine interview (even a scholarly one) 
does not count as a critical source.] You might want to look at the reading list for grad students 
on the “resources” page of the course website. 
 
Be sure to cite your source(s) (whether printed or electronic) properly, following either Chicago 
(which would include a bibliography separate from the endnotes) or APA style.  
 
All online source citations should include the complete URL. If I can’t find it on a first click, it 
doesn’t exist. You should either embed any visual works you are referencing into your paper or 
provide a link to them. 
 
Proofread your paper carefully for thesis statement (in your introductory paragraph), proper 
structure, grammar, and spelling. Points will automatically be deducted for grammar and style 
issues. 



OPTION 2: CRITICAL SATIRE/PARODY 
 
OVERVIEW 
We all like to laugh and be entertained by comedians, funny TV shows, and silly stories. But as 
writers often point out, there’s often a greater purpose to humor than simply “getting a laugh.” 
Programs like The Daily Show, publications such as The Onion, and song parodies on Saturday 
Night Live provide just a few examples of how humor can be used to offer commentary on many 
aspects of popular culture.  
 
In this assignment, you will craft a critical parody or other piece of humorous satire for the 
purpose of critiquing a genre, person, organization, trend, event, or other topic. The purpose of 
the assignment is to deepen your understanding of how strategies such as parody and satire 
can be used as powerful tools for dispatching social critique and commentary. 
 
CHOOSING A TOPIC 
The best humor emerges from observations about everyday life. Think about things you’ve seen 
on the news, around campus, and in your community; think about bizarre patterns of human 
behavior, ridiculous celebrity stunts, and mind-boggling paradoxes you’ve noticed in your own, 
day-to-day life. This type of careful observation will help you to determine a subject and genre 
for your parody. 
 
Possible Subjects: � 

• Current political issues and/or politicians (This would include the political atmosphere on 
campus) 

• A trend that you’ve noticed at school or in the country 
• An event (the solar eclipse, college sports) 
• A notorious celebrity or an entertainment piece such as a recent movie or Netflix series 

(the possibilities are endless) 
•  

Possible Genres: 
• Facebook profiles (think of the various sections that people fill out)  
• Popular songs (especially ones that communicate very specific images and ideas)  
• Political speeches (state of the union addresses, stump speeches, etc.) � 
• Newspaper articles (how is information communicated in this genre?) 
• TV shows or commercials (scripts or treatments) 
•  

This list is just a starting point for ideas. Start playing around with possibilities: What if you wrote 
your own “modest proposal” to a current “problem” facing college students? What if you revised 
a classic fairy tale to include modern characters and/or plot line – how would the story and 
message change? What if you crafted a Facebook profile for a famous person, such as Donald 
Trump or William Shakespeare? 
 
LENGTH REQUIREMENTS 
Since you will be working with different genres, there is no set length requirement for this project 
– but use common sense. The length should be governed by the amount of space needed to 
develop your point within the standard conventions of your genre. If you’re using a genre that is 
primarily text-based, such as a mock news story or opinion piece, then your word count will 
probably be longer than if you were to choose something like a Facebook profile, which may 
have less text, but more images and graphic features as part of the “text” (which you will then 



need to incorporate into your parody/satire). If you are unsure, look at some examples and then 
come talk to me. And, if you decide to perform the parody/satirical piece yourself (i.e., a song, 
stand-up comedy routine, SNL-style newscast), you’ll need to be able to present it in a format 
that is digitally readable. The trick here is to make it look and/or sound like it would in the format 
for which it is intended. 
 
THE SUBJECT/GENRE ANALYSIS 
Your “creative” piece should be accompanied by a short analysis (about 700 words) explaining 
your choice of subject and genre and how you used them in your work. Your analysis should 
include the following: 
 
• Why you chose the subject of your satire/parody, including: 

o Who/what is the focus of your parody/satire?  
o What is the person/place/thing famous for?  
o What is the public response to that person/place/thing?  
o What are some characteristics or words that you might associate with that 

person/place/thing that you chose to parody? (think of appearances, behaviors, 
habits, settings, etc).  

o What is the overarching purpose of your parody/satire?  
! To poke fun at the behaviors of a particular group?  
! To highlight the flawed logic of a current argument?  
! To expose the ridiculousness of a popular event?  

 
• Information about your genre: 

o What are the common features of the genre you’ve chosen to work with? For 
example, a Facebook profile will have a very specific set of generic features that 
would be different from a Saturday Night Live “Weekend Update” skit (which would 
involve a script).  

o Explain why you think this genre is the best choice for satirizing your subject. Attach 
to your analysis a “real” example from your chosen genre (or, if you’re parodying a 
specific song or text, attach the original). 

 
• How do think you did? 

o Did the subject matter and genre work together? 
o Did you have any problems? 

 
 



OPTION 3: START YOUR OWN COLLEGE HUMOR PUBLICATION 
 
The goal here is to create the beginnings of a college humor publication, either in print or online. 
This is a group project, and requires 2-4 people (including you) in order to adopt this option. 
You will need to submit the names of the group to me before starting work. 
 
A good starting point would be to look at your answers to the earlier college humor assignment 
you turned in. As part of this assignment, you must include, as a separate write up, the following 
information: 
 

1. What would be the editorial goal of your publication?  
2. What are some of the subjects you would focus on?  
3. What kind of staff would you like to have working with you? What would be their 

qualifications?  
4. What would be your editorial guidelines, if any, for what you would consider out of 

bounds?  
5. How would you handle complaints: from other students? from faculty? from the 

administration?  
6. What would be the name (and slogan if you had one) of your publication? (WARNING: 

Make sure somewhere near your banner is a clear indication that this is a SATIRE 
publication.) 

 
Remember, this is a one-shot, which means you only need one, fairly brief issue for this 
assignment; however, since this is a “final paper,” it needs to be your best effort. That’s why an 
organized approach is best. Following are some basic guidelines. 
 
1. Pick a focus for your publication. Don’t try to do or cover everything. For example, it’s 

probably better, and more relevant to your readers, to stay close to home with your 
coverage. Stick to the UO campus and the issues prevalent to your constituents. There are 
plenty of them, ranging from social mores (dating, partying, social media, etc.) to campus 
politics, to classes and even teachers (except me, of course).  

2. Assign roles to each member of your group: perhaps design (print or online); overall 
editorial decisions; writing, illustration/photography; etc. Of course, these roles may overlap, 
but some organizational baseline is probably a good idea. 

3. Set regular editorial meetings. The first should discuss numbers 1 and 2 above. Then you 
should meet for an extended time block to hash out ideas for articles, images, video, audio, 
whatever. Be creative. Everything should initially be on the table. Then narrow it down to the 
doable. 

4. Make assignments and set deadlines. Be sure to leave time for layout and design and 
final publication, either online or print/pdf format. 

5. Remember: This is about satire. Be clever. Be witty, Take risks. Don’t be afraid to offend, 
but consider the consequences and evaluate the importance of what you do.  

 
For some extended guidelines on how to start a college humor magazine, you might want to 
wander through this: http://aarongertler.net/start-a-college-magazine-part-one/ 
 


